May 17th, 2009
Hi
Not too much to write about. 
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Last Tuesday was the first anniversary of the Sichuan earthquake. Ceremonies were duly held. However, no protests were allowed! Moreover, the corruption that apparently led to the shoddy construction of school buildings, which led to their collapse and a high death toll of students, is back. Many blocks of houses built to house those who lost their homes have been constructed with sub-standard concrete. The concrete is so bad that holes can be punched though it with bare hands! 

On Friday, I went to the (university clinic) dentist, the first time for well over a year. He repaired the tooth damaged by the Minties. I thought that the piece that broke off was a filling, but in fact, it was part of the enamel of the tooth. 

Yesterday, in HK, two bottles of a corrosive liquid (probably acid) were dropped from a Mongkok building onto pedestrians below, injuring many. This also happened in the same area last December and the person responsible has never been apprehended. There is another confirmed case of H1N1 flu in HK though the measures taken this time have been less stringent now that we now the strain of flu is not so severe. However, the swine flu has seriously affected tourism to HK with numbers down about 10%. It is worse than during the SARS outbreak in 2003. Back then, the government unintentionally did not help tourism. There had been a big worldwide advertising campaign with the slogan “Come to HK – it will take your breath away”. Given that SARS is a respiratory disease, this slogan was eventually seen to be inappropriate and was dropped! 
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The Super 14 series is nearing its end. Of the four teams in the semi-final playoffs, three are from NZ. Surprisingly, one of them is the Crusaders. Having won for most of the years of the tournament, they had been languishing at round about tenth but ended up just squeaking into fourth place. 

An interesting book came out last week that I would like to read. It is based on tapes produced by Zhao Ziyang, the General Secretary and thus head of the Communist Party in China at the time of the 1989 Tiananmen student protests (and also the architect of China’s economic reform), which were smuggled out of China. Because of his sympathy for the students and his somewhat liberal views, Zhao was ousted and spent most of the last 16 years of his life under house arrest. His memoirs discuss the protests, the background, all the key players and the struggle between the conservatives and liberals which the conservatives won. 
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A very interesting TV series called “Filthy rich and homeless” has just ended. It is about five millionaires in the UK who volunteered to spend 10 days and nights in London living how the homeless have to live. It discusses their prejudices and attitudes towards the homeless and shows how these were completely altered as a result of their experiences. This was a real ‘reality’ show, not like most of the frothy, artificial so-called reality shows that have been broadcast.
That seems to be it for now. 
Cheers
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